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From the Principal 

Together we can grow 

Hello everyone 

We’ve had a great couple of weeks in the classroom—
children are settled and have well developed routines; 
learning in class and additional learning support programs 
are ‘on point’; and students are flourishing!  

I’d really like to acknowledge and share with you a huge 
improvement across the school in writing—this is a 
learning focus for us coming out of all the lockdowns in 
2020 and 2021. This is being supported with explicit 
teaching in the Junior and Senior classroom, and access 
to additional and personalised learning with the Tutor 
Learning Initiative for all students. The results from the 
first moderated writing assessment piece in February to 
those assessed this week are impressive and show 
pleasing growth—well done to all of our students and staff 
on your hard work.  

In addition to the great work in writing, Ms K and myself 
have been undertaking professional learning with Latrobe 
University in the “Science of Reading,” upskilling and 
broadening our program using evidence based approaches 
in literacy teaching. This includes a balanced approach to 
the learning of literacy, incorporating phonics and whole 
language learning. We’ll be continuing our work with 
Latrobe University in Term 2, and look forward to 

Calendar 
March  

Tuesday 8th  PFA lunch. 

Monday 14th Labour Day holiday. SCHOOL CLOSED. 

Tuesday 15th School Council AGM and meeting. 

Tuesday 22nd PFA lunch. Special Blokes & Kids Night 
5:30pm. 

Friday 25th Curriculum Day. SCHOOL CLOSED. 

Saturday 26th PFA Bunning’s BBQ fundraiser. 
Volunteers needed please! 

Tuesday 29th The Resilience Project Public Talk (one 
ticket for each family.) Wendouree Centre 
for Performing Arts at 7:00pm. 

Wednesday 30th JSC BBQ lunch. 

April  

Friday 1st Junior Cross Country (TBC) and Senior 
Wathaurung District Cross Country (Russell 
Square.) 

Monday 4th-
Tuesday 5th  

Parent Teacher Interviews after school. 

Tuesday 5th PFA lunch. 

Thursday 7th Student Showcase (fingers crossed!) 

Friday 8th Last day of Term 1, 2:30pm dismissal. 
Term 2 resumes Tuesday, 26th April. 

continually linking current academic research into our 
school context. We do everything that the ‘big’ schools do 
here at Bungaree (only better!)  

Our pipe dreams of beginning an Outside School Hours Care 
program have come to fruition, with OSHClub commencing 
this week. We’ve had such positive (and exciting) reports 
from children who have accessed the program, and I 
encourage families to explore the options available as an 
accessible, extra-curricular activity for everyone, right 
here on the school site. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and 
updates in between newsletters.  

As always, keep safe and look after yourself, your family, 
friends and neighbours. Stay grateful, kind and mindful, as 
we say and do in school.  

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal 



Together we can grow 

Mowing in Summer/Autumn 
Is your family is able to help in the 
mowing of the school grounds 
sometime this year? Every little bit 
helps, and everyone values the 
contributions of family volunteers 
in this task to keep our grounds 
beautiful.  

Please see Miss Barnes if you can help! 

Weekend commencing ... Family 

Saturday 26th February Matheson family 

Saturday 12th March Lee family 

Saturday 26th March Cox family 

Saturday 9th April Van Den Heuvel family 

Saturday 23rd April Matheson family 

Saturday 7th May Lee family 

Saturday 21st May Cox family 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to our Student Award 
winners this fortnight. 

Marlow: Specialist Award, for 
determination and creativity in Art by 
making excellent choices when creating 
her chicken artwork.  

Nikolai: Specialist Award, for showing 
empathy and understanding in learning about Deaf 

culture. 

Faith: Bungaree Award, for showing all the school values 
and staying in the green zone for 5 days in all areas of her 
learning.  

Bunnings BBQ Call for Help  

We have secured a Bunnings BBQ fundraising date on 
Saturday, 26th March.  If at all possible, we are asking if 
families could please nominate 2 people over the age of 15 
that could help out on the day.  The shifts will be from:  

              *  8:30am - 10:30am 

              * 10:30am - 12:30pm 

              * 12:30pm - 2:30pm 

              *  2:30pm - 4:30pm 

Please get in contact with Stacey or Miss Barnes as soon as 
possible with availabilities. A roster will then be drawn up 
and distributed. Remember, all money raised will go 
towards continuing renovations for the Kids Kitchen and Art 
Room for all children and we appreciate your support. 

Thank you to those families and staff who have already let 
us know. 

Stacey, PFA 



Curriculum Day 

Friday 25th March 

There will be no school on this day as staff will be finalising 

undertaking professional learning in literacy with other small 

school colleagues. 

 

Our Service Road to school has a 
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s 
safety—students, families and staff, 
please abide by this speed limit when 
arriving and departing from school at 
all times. Thank you. 

Together we can grow 

We are very pleased and excited to invite all of our Bungaree PS kids and their special blokes 
(dads, grandparents, carers, male relatives etc.) to a fun and relaxed evening at school! (Don’t 
panic mums, we will plan another night for you all later in the year).  

Ballarat Community Men’s Shed are now in the process of making a number of pre-fabricated 
bird house kits, ready for us to glue and nail together. After we have completed our building 
project, we’ll all enjoy a BBQ and kick of the footy or some other fun game together.  

Come along and enjoy a great night, and opportunity to connect with your special kid/bloke and 
other friendly faces in our community! 

When: Tuesday 22nd of March - 5:30 to 7:00pm 

Where: Bungaree Primary School 

Why: To appreciate important relationships 

What to bring: A smile, an empty stomach, and a small hammer if you have one  
(if you don’t have one, the Men’s Shed will be providing some on the night.) 

Cost: Zip, zilch, zero dollars! Just one and a half hours of your time! 

RSVP: Thursday, 17th March to the school. 

 

Please respect that conditions of entry to the school apply. 

Special Blokes and Kids Night 



Together we can grow 

What is Connected Parenting? 

It’s pretty safe to say that most parents wish to be 
mindful in their approach. They hope to be fair and kind, 
loving and responsive and to raise their children with 
awareness and empathy. I do believe this is the intent 
that we all start with.  

However! As you know, once that baby arrives it often 
becomes all about survival and doing whatever works. As 
that baby becomes a fabulous toddler with a strong will 
and ideas of its own, our democratic ideas on parenting 
can often be pushed aside. We can sometimes feel out of 
control and before we know it, we are no longer parenting 
in the way we had ideally hoped for. 

Parenting styles vary 

In my many years of working in parent education, I have 
seen that parenting styles vary greatly. At one end of the 
spectrum there is authoritarian parenting. This style 
usually consists of very firm boundaries, punishments, 
rewards and using power over children to get them to 
behave. This can often result in children feeling 
controlled, which leads to disconnection and consequently 
fear can run the relationship. On the other end of the 
parenting spectrum, we have permissive parenting. This 
can be seen as letting the child call the shots, meeting 
every need of the child and never letting them get upset. 
In later years this can play out with the child feeling 
entitled and the parents often feeling controlled. 

There are often issues with both of these styles of 
parenting. Ideally, we would like to sit somewhere in the 
middle ground. This is where the concept of connected 
parenting can be very helpful. Over 20 years of raising my 
own three children, I instinctively aimed to parent this 

way. Along the journey, I made mistakes as I fumbled my 
way through with good intentions. I did a lot of research 
and looked for parenting guides and philosophies that 
might inform and support my intended approach to 
parenting. Over time, I was able to bring my experience, 
research and learnings together in workshops to help 
other parents achieve their goals of Connected Parenting.  

Connection is key 

Connected parenting is a combination of limits and 
boundaries along with gentleness, close attachment, love 
and connection. The core message of connected parenting 
is respectfully listening and tenderly nurturing the full 
spectrum of our children’s emotions and feelings. Being 
mindful to not shut them down when they are mad or 
angry, but instead help them process their big feelings by 
staying close, keeping calm and connected and modelling 
empathy as their emotions move through them. It is also 
about staying connected to ourselves as parents and 
making sure we take care of our needs, in order to 
manage our own stresses and worries. 

Lael Stone (The Resilience Project) 

What’s up Wallace?! You're up next! 
As our second film experience in the 
three free #mooraboolmovies series 
and in celebration of 
#internationalwomensday2022 we 
invite you to feast on the female 
power of two films! For the teeny 
kiddlets we have the ever thought 
provoking animation Purl by Pixar 
and for the family, the Australian 
classic Michelle Payne story - Ride 
Like A Girl. 

And of course to settle you into the 
festivities we have new food trucks, 
the soulful female sounds of local 
musician Bec Peel and FREE Pony 
Rides for the kids! 

And yes there will also be the door 
prize of $150 to dine at Wallace Hotel. Woo hoo! 

So be sure to register, especially because spots ARE LIMITED. Limited due to the fact this film experience is a Drive-in. 
So you’ll need your car. We’re excited to bring to you all of the wonderfully fun things about Women and Wallace on 
Friday the 11th of March. So register your car and we’ll see you there! Register at:https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/
Events/Moorabool-Outdoor-Movie-Series 

Moorabool Shire 

Moorabool Outdoor Movies 



Together we can grow 

Out and about in school 
Magnificent maths in the Juniors and Seniors, presentation of Riley’s special Year 6 jacket, a new rug for the Art Room, 
Shrove Tuesday cooking in the new Kids Kitchen!  



Together we can grow 

JSC Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday Appeal 

JSC 2022 

James, Riley,  

Jess and Kainan 

Freezy Friday!! 

50c for a Icy pole  

every Friday in term 

1!! 

JSC sausage sizzle! 

$1.50 = 1 sausage! 

$1.50 =  1 juice 

box! 

$1 = 1 donut! 

JSC Easter Fun day and Easter  

bonnet parade. Prizes to be 

won! Gold coin entry  

On the 8th of April. 

Support our JSC and 

support the Good 

Friday Appeal. 


