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Together we can grow 

Hello everyone 

A bright new year has commenced, with a whole bunch of 
enthusiastic students ready to be their best at Bungaree 
Primary School in 2022.  

With the prevalence of COVID-19 in the district, it is a 
good reminder that our school has a COVID Safety Plan in 
place, and we are subject to government instructions 
around education and keeping everyone safe—at times, at 
short notice. Please see an article in this newsletter 
about the conditions currently in place. As always, I will 
keep you updated with changes as they arise.  

Our updated Family Information Handbook was 
distributed to families during Start Up 2022 and can be 
found on our school website. It provides a great overview 
of our school life here at Bunga—I encourage you to  
become familiar with it, and happy to chat if you need 
any clarification. 

In 2022, there are two differentiated class operating at 
school— with Ms Marnie Kentish (Monday-Thursday Junior 
classroom and tutoring, plus every second Friday) and 
myself (all week Senior classroom and school 
administration.) Classes operate separately in the 
mornings for English and Mathematics, and our whole 
school will come together in the afternoon for specialist 
subjects. Students will be supported by returning MARC 
Van teacher Ms Kari O’Gorman (Friday fortnightly). 
Education support is provided by Anne (Monday-Tuesday) 
and in the office, Angela, who will be in each part time 
on Thursday and Friday in the Business Manager role. Mr 
Lewis, our School Chaplain, will be in each Wednesday, 
and Tuesday fortnightly.  

I’m excited that we will again receive the MARC Van 
fortnightly this year, which will broaden and build our 
student access to another teacher and access the wider 
range of library and art resources available in the truck. 
Kari will join us every other Friday.  

January was a big month at school with tradies in for the 
Art Room/Kids Kitchen renovation. Just an update—the 
old kitchen and cupboards have been removed, new 
plumbing and electrical installed, and the whole east wall 
removed and currently being replastered. We’re just 
waiting on the new cabinetry and tiling to go in, painting 
and appliances to be hooked up and we’ll be good to go.  

Our new Outside School Hours Care program provided by 
OSHClub will start when the renovations are complete. 

Now this looks like a whole lot of fun, and will support 
working parents who are seeking longer care for their 
child/ren (or non-working parents seeking outside school 
hours activities!) To enrol and to find out about the Child 
Care Subsidy available to you to support attendance, 
please visit www.oshclub.com.au/vic/bungaree-primary-
school, email bungaree@oshclub.com.au or call 0407 152 
089. 

We do hope to connect with the Story Dogs program this 
year, following the passing of  Manilla the Labrador last 
year. I’ll let everyone know if and when we can take up 
this opportunity. 

Tim Nelson and his family, our private music tutors, will 
be offering piano, keyboard and guitar lessons again at 
Bungaree this year. Tim is an experienced, patient and 
qualified instrumental music teacher, and has been 
teaching for more than 20 years! To discuss music 
opportunities for your child and the costs involved, please 
contact Tim on 0450 904 464. 

For your information, I have attached a copy of the 
school timetable and our Positive Learning Model which 
should help you prepare your child/children for learning 
each day.   

This week, our Home Reading Program commenced. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to read with your child each 
day to practise, consolidate, learn and enjoy this very 
important skill together. Keep an eye out for your The 
Resilience Project Student Diary in your Home Reader 
Bag—a great way to maintain communication between 
home and the classroom, and to share achievements and 
celebrations with regard to reading! In addition to this 
and in support of The Resilience Project, a daily practice 
of gratitude, empathy and mindfulness will also be 
requested for every student, every day.  

Can all families please provide two boxes of tissues per 
child for use in the classrooms, to get us through the 
year? These can be delivered directly to Ms K or myself 
and we will have them at hands reach for everyone. 
Happy and hygienic is how we roll! 

School Breakfast Club will stay on Thursday and Friday 
each week in 2022, and will commence on the completion 
of the Art Room/Kids Kitchen renovation. Breaky Club 
opens at 8:30am, and is a great opportunity for students 
and staff to catch up over a shared meal. It also provides 
some wonderful life skills for students, preparing for and 
cleaning up after a meal. Hopefully these skills can also 
transfer to home!  

… continued over 



Calendar 
February   

Tuesday 8th School Council meeting via WebEx 5:00pm. 

Friday 11th School Twilight Picnic at Kirk’s Reservoir 
from 5:30-7:00pm. 

Thursday 17th School Photo Day. 

21st-25th Individual Education Plan Week. Details to 
follow. 

March  

Tuesday 1st Shrove Tuesday. Details to be confirmed. 

Monday 14th Labour Day holiday. SCHOOL CLOSED. 

Tuesday 15th School Council AGM and meeting. 

Friday 25th Curriculum Day. SCHOOL CLOSED. 

Saturday 26th PFA Bunning’s BBQ fundraiser. Volunteers 
needed please! 

Tuesday 29th The Resilience Project Public Talk (one 
ticket for each family.) Wendouree Centre 
for Performing Arts at 7:00pm. 

Wednesday 30th JSC BBQ lunch. 

April  

Friday 1st Junior Cross Country (TBC) and Senior 
Wathaurung District Cross Country (Russell 
Square.) 

Monday 4th-
Tuesday 5th  

Parent Teacher Interviews after school. 

Thursday 7th Student Showcase (fingers crossed!) 

Friday 8th Last day of Term 1, 2:30pm dismissal. Term 
2 resumes Tuesday, 26th April. 

Together we can grow 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s 
collection notice, found on our website, 
www.bungareeps.vic.edu.au. For more information about 
privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information 
for parents. This information is also available in ten 
community languages: 

* Amharic 

* Arabic 

* Dari 

* Gujarati 

* Mandarin 

* Somali 

* Sudanese 

* Turkish 

* Urdu 

* Vietnamese. 

Miss Barnes 

Annual Privacy Reminder … from previous 

 

School Council will be meeting again twice per term. The 
first meeting of this year, in line with current directions, 
will be via WebEx on Tuesday night. I thank our current 
Councillors, David, Andrew, Wendy, Bruce and Ange for 
their ongoing service and valued thoughts and opinions in 
this forum. 

Our Parents and Friends Association continues this year, 
with our first fundraising opportunity for 2022 locked in. 
We are lucky to have been offered a Bunnings BBQ in 
Ballarat on Saturday, 26th March, and will be seeking 
volunteers to help on the day (can you help with a shift or 
two? Many hands make light work!) I’d like to pass on my 
thanks to Anne, Stacey and Maree who joined me at the 
Springfest event on the Sunday before Christmas. An 
immense storm rolled in after stallholders had set up, and  
the market was called off due to the atrocious conditions 
and for everyone’s safety.  

The Scholastic Book Club is back this year too, and 
catalogues for the first order will be sent home next 
week. Please make the most out of our Book Club twice 
each term—just remember, we receive awards with 
Scholastic which are converted to new books in our 
classrooms for our children.  

Hot lunches from the Bungaree Store will run every Friday 
this year. Lunch orders and payment can be made at the 
shop before school, and will be delivered to our students. 
Many thanks to Lisa and her team for continuing this 
lovely service in 2022. 

Finally, we have had many power interruptions this first 
week, which have adversely affected our 
communications. Phones, emails, internet and computer 
servers have all been impacted. We appreciate your 
understanding with the interruptions (seemingly common 
in the district.) 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and 
updates in between newsletters.  

As always, keep safe and look after yourself, your family, 
friends and neighbours. Stay grateful, kind and mindful, 
as we say and do in school.  

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal 
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Important Updates COVID-19 Information for Families 
Attendance—stay away if unwell 

If your child/children are unwell or experiencing 
compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such 
as fever, cough or sore throat, they should not attend 
school. The school must be notified of all absences as 
soon as practicable, and you will be contacted if an 
absence is not reported. 

All students are expected to attend onsite. Parent 
preference is not an approved reason for students to be 
absent due to COVID-19.  

Students who are required to isolate will be supported 
with modified learning materials to support their 
continued learning at home. Schools are not expected to 
provide a full remote learning program in these 
circumstances.  

Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) 

Free RATs have been made available to all staff and 
students in Victorian schools for the first four weeks of 
Term 1, 2022. These are recommended twice weekly 
(Monday night or Tuesday morning before school; and 
Wednesday night or Thursday morning before school.) 
The first boxes of five tests have been distributed to each 
student for these first two weeks—another box will be 
distributed at the end of next week for the following two 
weeks.  

If students receive a positive test result at any time, 
families must report this through the COVID Test Portal 
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au or via the 
Coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.  

All positive results must be reported to the school by 
phone or written notification, so that we can support 
you. We will record your absence for seven days whilst in 
isolation, and let the rest of the school community know 
that there has been a positive case onsite and that all 
families should monitor for symptoms.  

Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, have 
completed their seven-day isolation period and are 
subsequently asymptomatic do not need to undertake 
surveillance testing for 30 days.  

There are so many scenarios if and/or when your family is 
affected by COVID-19—as household contacts, on the 
return of a positive test result, with isolation periods and 
the like. Please, call the school if you are unsure, and we 
can help you through the process and support you as 
much as we can.  

Hygiene in school 

Hand sanitising, personal hygiene, physical distancing and 
personal safety measures for all staff, students and 
visitors continues.  

Face masks in schools 

Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask 
indoors at school, and Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) 
programs, unless a lawful exception applies. Students 
must wear face masks even if vaccinated.  

Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to 
wear a face mask indoors at school or an OSHC program. 

Students are not required to wear masks outside, 
however they are strongly recommended if physical 
distance cannot be maintained, even outdoors, when 
students are not undertaking physical exercise (for 
example; masks are strongly recommended when classes 
are held outside). 

For composite classes that include students in and above 
Grade 3 and below Grade 3, those below Grade 3 are 
strongly encouraged to wear masks. 

Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when 
indoors.  

A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face 
shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these 
requirements. 

There are lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, 
including for staff and students who are unable to wear a 
face mask due to the nature of their disability, medical 
or a mental health condition. Parent/carers of a  
student/s who meet the criteria for an exception should 
provide their approval in writing for their child/ren to not 
wear a mask to the school.  

Visitors and Volunteers 

All parents and carers attending schools, including for 
drop-off and pick-up, must adhere to physical distancing, 
face mask requirements, respiratory etiquette and good 
hand hygiene.  

Parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school 
buildings must check-in using the QR code. Parents, 
carers and other adult visitors need to show evidence of 
vaccination when entering a school building. This includes 
for the purpose of activities such as school tours and 
transition programs.   

Parents, carers and other adult visitors attending a 
gathering at school, such as a fete, school play or 
graduation ceremony, whether indoors or outdoors, need 
to show evidence of vaccination on arrival. 

Visitors and volunteers performing work on the school 
site (both inside and outdoors) are required to have 
received three doses of a COVID-19 vaccine by 25th 
February, 2022, if they became fully vaccinated on or 
before 25th October, 2021. For those that became fully 
vaccinated after 25th October, 2021, the deadline is 15th 
March, 2022, or have a valid medical exception.  

When parents and carers do not meet vaccination 
requirements, the school will hold meetings and other 
discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) 
virtually.   
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Our Service Road to school has a 
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s 
safety—students, families and staff, 
please abide by this speed limit when 
arriving and departing from school at 
all times. Thank you. 

Mowing in Summer 
Is your family is able to help in the mowing of the school 
grounds sometime next year? Every little bit helps, and 
everyone values the contributions of family volunteers in 
this task to keep our grounds beautiful.  

Please see Miss Barnes if you can help! 

Weekend commencing ... Family 

Saturday 4th December Van Den Heuvel family 

Saturday 18th December Matheson family 

Saturday 1st January  Lee family 

Saturday 15th January Cox family 

Saturday 29th January School arranged 

Saturday 12th February Van Den Heuvel family 

Saturday 26th February Matheson family 

Sun Smart in Term 1 

We have reminded students that during Term 1 all 
schools follow the principles of being Sun Smart. 
Everyone, students and staff alike, are required to wear 
a broad rim hat during outside play or learning activities. 
Children who do not have a hat will be required to play in 
designated shady areas. If you need to purchase a new 
hat, please contact the office for details.   

School Twilight School Twilight School Twilight School Twilight 
PicnicPicnicPicnicPicnic 

Bring a picnic basket along and celebrate the start of 
learning for this year. Come along and enjoy some time 
together outside of school—school families and staff are 
all invited. Current COVID-safe practices will apply. 

When: 5:30-7:00pm, Friday 11th February 

Where: Kirks Reservoir Park,  

Daylesford Road, Brown Hill 

What to bring: Chairs, picnic blankets, drinks and a 
picnic tea for your family—there is a free electric BBQ 
available in the park if this takes your fancy. Toilets are 

also in the park. 

If you have some games that we could play together — 
like bocce, croquet, petanque, lawn bowls, totem tennis 
and the like, we would love you to bring them along to 

share! 



Enrolments in 2022 and 
beyond 
Reminder: Enrolments are now 
being encouraged and welcomed 
for students starting in any year 
level in 2022 and beyond. If you 
know of a local family with children 
who need to experience our 
fantastic neighbourhood school, 
please let me know.  

Miss Barnes 

Official School Photos 
Forms will be sent home soon for our Official School 
Photos with MSP Photography. Payment can be made 
online; or cash on the day. School Photo Day is Thursday, 
17th February—full school uniform is required.  

Ange 
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It’s been really fantastic to see such excitement around 
the return to school and we want to keep it that way. A 
crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated 
as possible. 

Alongside ventilation and other vital COVIDSafe steps such 
as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as many 
students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our 
school as safe as possible. 

Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the 
paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage 
parents and carers to get your child vaccinated, if you 
haven’t already done so. The Pfizer vaccine is safe and 
recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect 
your child from getting sick from COVID-19, help to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, and help ensure kids can 
have more time at school and playing with their friends. 

Vaccinations for children aged 5-11 years old are 
delivered at two appointments, eight weeks apart. 
Children with specific medical vulnerabilities can access 
their second dose 3 weeks after their first dose. 

If you’d like more information about this, you can read a 
recent statement from the Australian Technical Advisory 
Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): https://
www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-
covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022 

COVID Vaccinations for 5-11 year olds 

To book an appointment  

You can book at your local GP or pharmacy: https://
covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking 

You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre 
by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398. 

You can also make vaccination centre bookings for your 
children online, though you will need to use an email 
address that has not been used in the system before: 
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/ 

Helping children to get their vaccination 

Vaccination centres understand that children may feel 
anxious about vaccination or have other support needs. A 
range of options are available to help children get 
vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs with the 
vaccination centre when you book an appointment. 

Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Controlled 
Community Health Organisations.  

Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-
children-and-teenagers 

 

Department of Education and Training 



Bungaree PS  
is online 

Our school community has demonstrated incredible 
solidarity and resilience throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. Being back in our classrooms with extra health 
and safety measures is another big transition, but it’s the 
very best one for our children's education. As we navigate 
these changes to onsite learning, including required mask 
wearing for some students, it’s more important than ever 
that adults in our school community treat each other with 
respect and kindness. 

The Department of Education and Training has released a 
new policy that describes the positive behaviour 
expected from parents, carers, and other adults in 
Victorian school communities. The policy sets clear 
standards of behaviour to create a safe, respectful, and 
inclusive learning environment for students, staff and 
adults. 

There are also other 
resources to support 
safe and respectful 
relationships in our 
school community, 
including 
information about 
getting involved in 
the school, advice 
on how to raise a 
concern or 
complaint, and parenting support resources. You can find 
the new policy and these resources here. 

You will also see a new poster up around our school, 
promoting positive behaviour. 

Miss Barnes 

DET Respectful Behaviours 
within the School 
Community Policy The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible 

families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as 
a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card 
or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster 
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special 
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee 
families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary 
school students. Payments are made direct to the school 
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you 
do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact 
the school office on 5334 0253 and ask for an application 
form.  

You can also download the form, and find out more about 
the program and eligibility, on the Department of 
Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please 
return completed forms to the school office as soon as 
possible. 

Ange 

Camps, Sports & Excursions 
Fund applications 
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Drop Off & Pick Up 
Times 
Families are reminded that our school 
policy states that formal school supervision 
begins each day at 8:45am and concludes 
at 3:45pm. Before and after these times, 
teachers plan and prepare learning 
programs and meet together to discuss 
school matters.  

Please respect this as important time for 
teachers in their professional practice; and 
ensure that you drop off your child/
children between 8:45-9:00am each 
morning and collect them before 3:45pm. 

Learning times 
The times for learning in class remain the 
same for 2022. 

9:00am School starts; formal class  
  learning 

11:00am Recess 

11:30am Formal class learning 

1:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm Formal class learning 

3:30pm Dismissal 

If you require to collect a child early or 
drop off a little later due to (for example) a 
medical appointment, please visit the 
Office and sign him/her in the Sign In/Out booklet. 
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First week happy snaps! 
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