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Hello everyone
The first day of our DET School Strategic Review took place
this week. It provided an opportunity to reflect on how the
school is operating, from our results in teaching and learning
in the classroom, to staff and student interviews and
feedback ‘on the ground.’ Prior to the review, staff and
School Council worked on four highlights since the last
review four years ago for the independent panel, and have
shared these highlights in this newsletter. As a whole school
community, we work so hard to ensure that the best
opportunities are provided for our students, and this was
clearly evident to the review panel with the work completed
over the life of the last School Strategic Plan, and in
preparation for the review day. We have much to celebrate!
The final day of the review will take place on Tuesday, 16th
March, and will project forward—what are our aspirations for
our school into the future? I would like to extend an
invitation to our school families to provide feedback and
share a voice in this review. A parent/carer session with the
panel will be held at school from 9:00am and should take
about 30-45 minutes. I would be grateful for your
experiences and thoughts shared, and encourage you to
come along if you can.
Our PFA is seeking help to run the Bunnings BBQ fundraiser
on Sunday, 21st March. We have quite a few spots to fill, so
if your family can help, it would be greatly appreciated.
Notes were sent home last week, so please check your eldest
child’s reader bag if you have missed it. We’ll need as many
hands on deck on that day. I’d like to thank Stacey, our PFA
President, for all of her hard work to date in getting this
fundraiser locked in.
Given the Circuit Breaker Restrictions in mid-February,
unfortunately our School Twilight Picnic had to be
postponed. I do hope that you can make the new date—
Friday, 26th March, from 5:30-7:00pm at Kirk’s Reservoir.
See the details in this newsletter, and cross everything that
we can go ahead!
Our Junior School Council are busily ensuring that students
are working and playing well together around the school.
Weekly lunchtime sports, based on popular vote, happen
each Wednesday. There is a lot of enthusiasm in organising a
school sausage sizzle next week too, to raise funds for the
RCH Good Friday Appeal. We hope that families can support
our school leaders by buying a snag (see full details on their
poster.)
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and updates
in between newsletters. Have a wonderful week, and always
stay grateful, kind and mindful.
Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal

All new students will need to bring an Art Smock to
school—these stay in the Art Room each week.
An old shirt, or an art smock purchased from any retailer
is perfect.
Ms K

Our Service Road to school has a
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s
safety—students, families and staff,
please abide by this speed limit when
arriving and departing from school at
all times. Thank you.

Calendar
March
Monday 8th

Labour Day holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 10th

Junior School Council BBQ

Thursday 11th

Teacher professional development—3:15pm
finish

Friday 12th

Cross Country—Juniors to Lal Lal PS; Seniors
to Russell Square (Ballarat)

Tuesday 16th

School Strategic Review—parents invited

Wednesday 17th

Cluster Life Education event at Lal Lal PS
(details to follow)

Sunday 21st

PFA Bunnings BBQ fundraiser—HELP NEEDED!

Tuesday 23rd

School Council AGM and regular meeting

Tuesday 30th/
Wednesday 31st

Parent-Teacher Interviews

April
Thursday 1st

JSC activities TBC, Last day of Term 1,
2:30pm dismissal

Monday 19th

First day of Term 2
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Student Awards

Scholastic Book Club

Orders for the current catalogue are due on:
Friday 19th March
Thanks to all those who ordered from the first issue of
the book club this year, we received lots of school
rewards! I am hoping that those orders will arrive any
day now and will be handed out as soon as they arrive.

Congratulations to our Student Award winners this
fortnight.

The new catalogues for issue 2 were handed out on
Monday, and hopefully they made it home. Orders for
this issue are due back by Friday the 19th of March and if
you have any questions, please see Anne on a Monday or
Tuesday.

Nikolai: Specialist Award, for showing positivity and great
enthusiasm for learning discus and shotput techniques in
PE.

If other family members would like to view the catalogue
or if your copy was lost, you can view a digital copy of
the catalogue here: https://www.scholastic.com.au/
media/5920/book-club-2_21-brochure.pdf

Naska (absent): Literacy Award, for showing
determination in writing by constructing a wonderful
sentence about what a magpie can do.

Every order earns the school rewards for us to buy fun
new reading resources, so please support if you are
able.

Riley: Numeracy Award, for showing determination and
positivity in his maths extension work.

Anne

Isabelle: Bungaree Award, for consistently showing our
school values, and a being a great leader in the Juniors.

Sun Smart in Term 1

Mowing in Autumn

We have reminded students that during Term 1 all
schools follow the principles of being Sun Smart.
Everyone, students and staff alike, are required to wear
a broad rim hat during outside play or learning activities.
Children who do not have a hat will be required to play in
designated shady areas. If you need to purchase a new
hat, please contact the office for details.

Weekend commencing ...

Family

Saturday 6th March

Van Den Heuvel family

Saturday 20th March

Matheson family

Saturday 3rd April (or that
week after Easter!)

Lee family

Saturday 17th April

Cox family

Saturday 1st May

Van Den Heuvel family

Saturday 15th May

Matheson family

Saturday 29th May

Lee family

Enrolments in 2021 and
beyond
Reminder: Enrolments are now
being encouraged and welcomed
for students starting in any year
level in 2021 and beyond. If you
know of a local family with children
who need to experience our
fantastic neighbourhood school,
please let me know.
Miss Barnes
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Hello, from
Mr Lewis

School Twilight
Picnic

I hope the year has started well for you and your families.
It’s so good to be back at school (face to face) after an
incredible 2020! The last 12 months have again
highlighted to me how much we need each other, and as
your Chaplain I am looking forward to getting to know and
supporting families at Bungaree Primary School.

Bring a picnic basket along and celebrate the start of
learning for this year. Come along and enjoy some time
together outside of school—school families and staff are
all invited.

In June 2017 I completed an Advanced Diploma in
Counselling (through the Australian Institute of Family
Counselling), and soon after in October that year, began
working as a Chaplain at Stawell PS and Stawell West PS.
This provided me with invaluable experiences of working
to support the wellbeing of the school community. There
are some great wellbeing programs and activities I look
forward to facilitating, however nothing replaces the
importance of building strong relationships.
Family is very important to me, hence after three years in
Stawell it was time to find work closer to our home in
Wendouree. If you’re ever heading towards the Grampians
region, make sure to spend some time in Stawell and or
Halls Gap, it is a wonderful community!
My wife Cherine and I have been married for 19 incredible
years! We have three beautiful kids Isaac in Year 8,
Phoebe in Grade 6, and Daniel in Grade 2. Some of my
hobbies and interests are motorsport, music, rubiks
cubes, and bike riding. This photo was recently taken on
Saturday 6th February just before I took part in the Grand
Fondo Race in Buninyong.

When: 5:30-7:00pm, Friday 26th March
Where: Kirks Reservoir Park,
Daylesford Road, Brown Hill
What to bring: Chairs, picnic blankets, drinks and a
picnic tea for your family—there is a free electric BBQ
available in the park if this takes your fancy. Toilets are
also in the park.
If you have some games that we could play together —
like bocce, croquet, petanque, lawn bowls, totem tennis
and the like, we would love you to bring them along to
share!

Bunnings BBQ Call for Help

We have secured a Bunnings BBQ fundraising date on
Sunday, 21st March. If at all possible, we are asking if
families could please nominate 2 people over the age of 15
that could help out on the day. The shifts will be from:
* 8.30 - 10.30 am
* 10.30 - 12.30 pm
* 12.30 - 2.30 pm
* 2.30 - 4.30 pm
Let’s just say an ‘after’ shot would have shown me less
composed! The race was hard work and a lot of fun! You
may see me from time to time riding my bike to work, as I
consider exercise is an important part of our wellbeing.
All the best, and I look forward to meeting you all soon.
Michael Lewis - Chaplain

Please get in contact with Stacey or Miss Barnes as soon as
possible with availabilities. A roster will then be drawn up
and distributed. Remember, all money raised will go
towards subsidising School Camp and Swim and Gym for all
families and we appreciate your support.
Thank you to those families and staff who have already let
us know.
Stacey, PFA
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School Review: A Summary of Highlights
Positive shift in school culture

Individual Learning Plans for all students

Bungaree Primary School has experienced a noticeable
shift in the culture around the school since the last School
Strategic Plan, in line with our key FISO priority, "Positive
Climate for Learning." The introduction of a number of
social and emotional learning programs - such as
Respectful Relationships (as a partner and lead school);
The Resilience Project; and Story Dogs, along with the
shared development and introduction of four school
values, have positively impacted the language and actions
of our school community to build a positive place to learn,
build resilience and develop confidence. This will be
further enhanced with the commencement of the new
School Chaplain in March, 2021. A weekly Staff Update
commenced in 2017 to keep school activities/initiatives
communicated, transparent and accessible. The school
website was refreshed in 2017 and a Facebook page
created to share highlights and events; and the school
newsletter reviewed and renewed. The School Twilight
Picnic at Kirk's Reservoir was introduced in 2017, to
welcome all school families to each academic year. Junior
School Council has continued, with efforts to build
leadership and project management skills of students in
and around the school, motivated by attendance at the
GRIP Student Leadership Conference each year. These
approaches have been coupled with strong and active
community links and partnerships, such as with the
Wallace and District Kindergarten; Bungaree Football and
Netball Club; the Bungaree and District Historical Society;
the Bungaree Country Fire Authority Brigade, and the
Bungaree General Store, and community volunteering and
fundraising. The shift in school culture is evidenced
through the improved trends and very positive results
received in the Parent Opinion Survey, Student Attitudes
to School Survey and School Staff Survey.

Also addressing our FISO priority, "Excellence in Teaching
and Learning," Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) have been
introduced for all students, not those only with special
needs or at risk. The ILPs are informed by assessments
and observations in the classroom, and are personalised to
every student, focusing on literacy, numeracy and other
needs such as allied health supports, and are conferenced
with parents and carers four times per year. Parents
highly value this sharing of achievement and moving
forward with learning goals - our home-school
partnerships are strong and adds to the professionalism of
the approach in our school community. Teachers and
parents know where extension or support in remediation
is required, and actions being undertaken to address this.
ILPs create a sense of consistency and inclusion for all
learners.

Focus on collaborative high impact teaching and
learning
The teaching and learning is now collaboratively planned
in shared documents for all staff (Google Drive) - creating
a culture of transparency and accountability to all staff,
with the student at the centre of decision making.
Assessments are used to inform and drive teaching with an
agreed Assessment Schedule. Education support is
focused, purposeful and personalised to the needs of the
students - with established programs in place for reading
comprehension and speech assistance. An evidence based
development and introduction of the Teacher
Instructional Model and Student Positive Learning Model
sets up teachers and learners for success and guides
expectation in the classroom. Professional learning around
differentiation in a multi-age classroom has been a focus;
as with improving teacher efficacy in literacy and
numeracy instruction. Bungaree Primary School is also a
Professional Learning Community, using this action
research and inquiry cycle in partnership with Lal Lal
Primary School. There is a continuity of learning with the
consistency in engagement of Casual Relief Teachers who
know the students, and integrity of learning program is
maintained. The approach to teaching and learning is
viewed by our parents as professional and organised. This
focus supports our key FISO priority, "Excellence in
Teaching and Learning."

Remote and Flexible Learning
The final year of the previous School Strategic Plan
provided unprecedented challenges and success.
Throughout the pandemic and during our Remote and
Flexible Learning, there was a concerted and sustained
effort to maintain connectedness in our school community
- staff, students and families - and our attendance
centred around every child, every day. The school
experienced a willingness to engage from everyone in our
community, with purposeful, live lessons and interactions
every day mirroring usual school life, with a focus on the
continuity of learning and providing wellbeing support.
Staff were present every day, both on-site at school and
at home, which provided a sense of security for students
and families, particularly those with children at risk or
with additional needs who attended on-site. Our
Afternoon Activity Matrix provided accessible activities for
students and families to undertake at home, supporting
specialist learning programs (Auslan, art, science, physical
education, The Resilience Project etc.), and valuing
family time together in lockdown. The daily social
connections and interactions between staff, students and
families through the Edmodo platform certainly showed
our commitment to maintain connection. The remote
learning model created for Bungaree and the engagement
of our school community has been referred to as
exemplary by parents, who certainly experienced the
challenges of learning from home, but also the support
from the school, evidenced in the Learning from Home
Parent Survey. Unexpected as it was in 2020, our remote
learning program during the pandemic broadened and
built our school community in both FISO priority areas of
"Positive Climate for Learning," and "Excellence in
Teaching and Learning."
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Investigations in Action
On Thursday in Investigations we explored our likes and dislikes. Ms K tried really hard to find some unusual fruits for
everyone to try. We all respectfully tried each fruit and decided if we liked or disliked it. Kiwi berries were nice but the
favourite was definitely the sugar plums.
Ms K
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