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From the Principal
Hello everyone
We have experienced a lot of sickness and significant
absences with our students over the past couple of
weeks—the dreaded Winter lurgy has arrived, and this
mixed in with COVID-19 isolation as household contacts,
has been a particularly challenging time for the school
and families at home to navigate. If your child/children
are feeling unwell you must keep them home to recover
and until symptom free (and please remember the
Department of Education and Training’s Rapid Antigen
Testing program,) to reduce the risk of the spread of
illness with their peers and staff. If your child is going to
be away, you are required to contact the school to report
the absence by 9:30am of that same day. This is to allow
absences to be reported and recorded in line with
Department of Education and Training requirements.
I’d like to remind families that all children are
encouraged to read and practise their spelling words each
night at home (about 15 minutes.) We find that the extra
practise (and working with grown ups or bigger brothers
and/or sisters at home) is a great way to consolidate the
learning in the classroom, and we see positive results in
their literacy work at school. This practise is recorded in
each student’s Reader Diary. In addition to this, Seniors
(Year 3-6) are expected to complete The Resilience
Project reflection on gratitude/empathy/mindfulness/
emotional literacy (which should take only 2-3 minutes)
each day in their diary. Diaries are also a great means of
home-school communication, and we often write little
reminders in, or celebrations of learning to share at
home. Please, ask your child/children for their Reader
Diary every afternoon, and remind them to bring it to
school each day. We appreciate your ongoing support
with this.
Students in Year 3 and 5 will be undertaking some
NAPLAN simulated testing in the next couple of weeks, in
this our first year moving to the Online Testing Platform.
The tests are more so on the technology and layout of the
platform—and not on student results. We want to be
prepared for when the ‘real’ NAPLAN time comes in May.
Our PFA is seeking help to run the Bunnings BBQ
fundraiser next Saturday, 26th March. We have a few
spots to fill, so if your family can help, it would be
greatly appreciated. We’ll need as many hands on deck
on that day. I’d like to thank Stacey, our PFA President,
for all of her hard work to date in getting this fundraiser
locked in.

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and
updates in between newsletters.
As always, keep safe and look after yourself, your family,
friends and neighbours. Stay grateful, kind and mindful, as
we say and do in school.
Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal

Curriculum Day
Friday 25th March
There will be no school on this day as staﬀ will be undertaking
professional learning in literacy with other small school
colleagues.

Calendar
March
Tuesday 22nd

PFA lunch. Special Blokes & Kids Night
5:30pm.

Friday 25th

Curriculum Day. SCHOOL CLOSED.

Saturday 26th

PFA Bunning’s BBQ fundraiser.
Volunteers needed please!

Tuesday 29th

The Resilience Project Public Talk (one
ticket for each family.) Wendouree Centre
for Performing Arts at 7:00pm.

Wednesday 30th

JSC BBQ lunch.

April
Friday 1st

Junior Cross Country (TBC) and Senior
Wathaurung District Cross Country (Russell
Square.)

Monday 4thTuesday 5th

Parent Teacher Interviews after school.

Tuesday 5th

PFA lunch.

Thursday 7th

Student Showcase (fingers crossed!)

Friday 8th

JSC Easter Fun day, PFA Easter Raffle Draw
at 2:00pm (families welcome); Last day of
Term 1, 2:30pm dismissal. Term 2 resumes
Tuesday, 26th April.
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Student Awards

Bunnings BBQ next Sunday!

We have secured a Bunnings BBQ fundraising date on
Saturday, 26th March. Thank you so much to our volunteers
for next Saturday at Bunnings Ballarat (Creswick Road.)
Our roster so far is below, and notes will be sent home to
volunteers with Bunnings’ instructions and requirements.
As you can see, we have a few gaps and need some extra
volunteers please—every little bit helps our school and
we are very grateful!

Congratulations to our Student Award winners this
fortnight.
Chloe M: Numeracy Award, for showing creativity and
determination in maths when completing her number 100
think board by writing and drawing her ideas.
William: Numeracy Award, for showing positivity and
determination in creating his own graph, showing his
collected data, the x axis, y axis, labels and title.
Naska: Bungaree Award, for showing all of our school
values on a rocking day - in Literacy, Numeracy, and
helping around the school in the Junior Working Bee.
Chloe S: Literacy Award, for showing determination
during her quick write and using spelling strategies
learned in Spelling Mastery to spell an unknown word
(using the ou or ow sound in ground.)

Mowing in Autumn
Is your family is able to help in the mowing of the school
grounds sometime this year? Every little bit helps, and
everyone values the contributions of family volunteers in
this task to keep our grounds beautiful.

Please come along and support our BBQ—and encourage
your friends, families and neighbours too as well! We will
be located outside the Garden Centre, so mosey through
Bunnings and make your purchases at the register at the
garden end, then you will definitely catch up with us on
the day.
8:30am 10:30am

Anne B

10:30am 12:30pm

Wendy B

12:30pm 2:30pm

Wendy B

2:30pm 4:30pm

Kari O

Family

Saturday 12th March

Lee family

Saturday 26th March

Cox family

Saturday 9th April

Van Den Heuvel family

Saturday 23rd April

Matheson family

Saturday 7th May

Lee family

Saturday 21st May

Cox family

Sam VDH

Marnie K

Bruce VDH

Stacey M and Catherine B all day
Remember, all money raised will go towards the continued
renovations in our Kids Kitchen and Art Room for the
benefit of all families and we appreciate your support.
Stacey, PFA

Please see Miss Barnes if you can help!
Weekend commencing ...

Ange B
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Special Blokes and Kids Night

We are very pleased and excited to invite all of our Bungaree PS kids and their special blokes
(dads, grandparents, carers, male relatives etc.) to a fun and relaxed evening at school! (Don’t
panic mums, we will plan another night for you all later in the year).
Ballarat Community Men’s Shed are now in the process of making a number of pre-fabricated
bird house kits, ready for us to glue and nail together. After we have completed our building
project, we’ll all enjoy a BBQ and kick of the footy or some other fun game together.
Come along and enjoy a great night, and opportunity to connect with your special kid/bloke and
other friendly faces in our community!
When: Tuesday 22nd of March - 5:30 to 7:00pm
Where: Bungaree Primary School
Why: To appreciate important relationships
What to bring: A smile, an empty stomach, and a small hammer if you have one
(if you don’t have one, the Men’s Shed will be providing some on the night.)
Cost: Zip, zilch, zero dollars! Just one and a half hours of your time!
RSVP: Thursday, 17th March to the school. EXTENDED TO MONDAY, 21st MARCH

Please respect that conditions of entry to the school apply.

School Council News
Our School Council met on 15th March for both the Annual
General Meeting and a Regular Meeting.
The Annual Report 2021 was presented and approved by
School Council at the AGM. This report gives an overview
of the school operations for the year, including meeting
our Department of Education and Training obligations in
achievement, engagement, wellbeing and finance. The
report, once approved in Melbourne, will be made
available to our school community on the school website.
As you would have seen in previous newsletters, a call for
nominations for new School Councillors was made, and a
new School Council formed for 2022.
I am pleased to announce our 2022 School Council:
President:

David Lee (parent)

Vice-President:

Andrew Matheson (parent)

Parent Rep:

Wendy Belfrage, Bruce Van Den Heuvel
(parents)

DET Staff:

Angela Burgoyne, Catherine Barnes

As a School Council, we look forward to being involved in
consultation and decision making on school policy and
priorities. It is a great way to be involved in the school
and provide a parent voice in school governance. We work
together with our dedicated staff to ensure that all of our
kids get the best possible opportunities at our local
school.
School Council have unanimously agreed to scope a new
school uniform (polo top) that will move us into the
future, bring vibrancy to our look and hopefully be easier
to keep clean! This is currently being investigated and we
hope to share some news in this space soon, and launch
for the 2023 school year.
A major fundraising activity was also endorsed for Term
4—the return of the Trivia Night. Our last efforts were
interrupted by the pandemic restrictions and we look
forward to a fun filled night with our friends and family on
Friday, 21st October. We hope that all families will be
able to share their time in seeking some donations closer
to the time and enjoying the night with us.
David Lee, School Council President
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Out and about in school
We’ve been working on Geometry (2D and 3D shapes and lines) in Maths—look at the symmetry in action! We joined in
with the Western Bulldogs on WebEx, and visited the Bungaree and District Historical Society to learn about a local
soldier in the lead up to Anzac Day. Oh, and a couple of our chooks had a great dust bath!
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