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Together we can grow 

Hello everyone 

Students have written to our School Council requesting a 
Ga Ga Pit to be built on the school grounds, and School 
Council has approved their request! If you’re handy on 
the tools and able to help with construction, I’d love to 
hear from you, we’ll be setting a Working Bee date once 
the plans are drawn up. Well done to our students for 
their very convincing letters, and to our School Council 
for hearing and encouraging student voice and agency in 
their learning.  

The school now has a specific QR Code for contact tracing 
through Service Victoria, which will be additionally 
required as you sign in to the office book. If you need 
assistance with a QR scanner on your phone, staff are 
only too happy to help.  

Our Individual Learning Plans are under their Term 2 
review at present, whereby Ms K and I update 
individualised learning for each student based on their 
performance in the classroom and beyond. As messaged 
to all families, ILP meetings will be ‘opt in’ on Monday 
and Tuesday after school; and all updated plans will be 
sent home by the end of next week. It’s also coming up to 
report writing for teachers, where we share a Semester 1 
report at the end of term.  

Our Scholastic Book Fair was set up this morning and 
there is a real buzz amongst children and staff—we’re so 
excited! We will start sales on Monday and Tuesday via 
social media—stay up to date on our Facebook page. 
Wednesday through Friday the Book Fair will be open 
from 3:30-4:00pm; and then all day on Monday as a part 
of our Education Week activities. What a wonderful way 
to celebrate the joy of literature and reading!   

As you know, we have been a partner school with The 
Resilience Project since 2018, teaching and espousing the 
values of gratitude, empathy and mindfulness in our 
school, to build emotional literacy, mental health and 
personal resilience. Staff recently heard from founder of 
The Resilience Project, Hugh van Cuylenburg, on teaching 
and learning the pillars of the project. A parent and carer 
webinar was held last night (thank you for those who 
could attend—how great were the stories and messages 
shared?) Each family and staff member has been offered 
a ticket to see and hear from Hugh in person at his public 
talk in Ballarat on 8th June. Please don’t forget to get 
back to me if you can/can’t make this once-off 
opportunity! #dis!! 

Calendar 
May  

17th-24th  Scholastic Book Fair; ILP Week 

Wednesday 19th National Simultaneous Story Time activities 

Thursday 20th GRIP Student Leadership Conference for 
Junior School Councillors at Federation 
University 

Friday 21st Seniors—Wathaurung Winter Sports 
(afternoon) at Warrenheip PS 

Tuesday 25th PFA lunch (details and order form to follow) 

Wednesday 26th School Open Day and light morning tea for 
visitors, 10:45am. 

Friday 28th Seniors—Wathaurung Winter Sports 
(afternoon) at Warrenheip PS 

Please continue to vote for me in Power FM’s “Apple for 
the Teacher” award. Voting closes in the preliminary 
round this weekend, and then restarts for the final ten 
nominees next week.  Prizes for the school and our 
students will be awarded—so please vote as many times as 
you can. The children really want to win the Bounce 
experience for our school!  

Education Week will run in Week 6 (24th-28th May.) We 
will open the Book Fair all day on the Monday; and hold 
an Open Day on the Wednesday. For our prospective 
families and school visitors, we will hold a light morning 
tea at 10:45am on the Open Day and hope that you can 
pop along.  

I’m excited to share that we will be recommencing PFA 
lunches after a COVID break! Lunches will remain at $5 
per student on the last Tuesday of each month. Please 
look out for an order form soon for our May PFA lunch on 
the 25th. Big thanks to parents Bec, David and Maree for 
volunteering to prepare lunch. Remember, if you can lend 
a hand once a month, we’d appreciate it.  

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and 
updates in between newsletters. Stay grateful, kind and 
mindful. 

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal 

P.S. Best wishes to Riley as he heads on his 9-day Somers 
Camp next week! 



Together we can grow 

Bungaree Primary School, 348 Bungaree-Wallace Road, BUNGAREE, 3352 

Monday 17th & Tuesday 18th May, social media sales 

Wednesday 19th—Friday 21st May, 3:30pm-4:00pm in the Middle Room 

Monday 24th May, 9:00am-4:00pm (start of Education Week) in the Middle Room 



Weekend commencing ... Family 

Saturday 6th March Van Den Heuvel family 

Saturday 20th March Matheson family 

Saturday 3rd April (or that 
week after Easter!) 

Lee family 

Saturday 17th April Cox family 

Saturday 15th May Matheson family 

Saturday 1st May Van Den Heuvel family 

Saturday 29th May Lee family 

Mowing in Autumn 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to our Student Award winners this 
fortnight. 

Marlow: Literacy Award, for showing determination with 
her last running record and moving up in her reading!  

Liza: Specialist Award, for showing determination and 
positivity in the track and field events at the Wathaurung 
Small Schools Athletics Carnival.  

Chloe M: Bungaree Award, for being a wonderful school 
ambassador and showing all of our school values at the 
Wathaurung Small Schools Athletics Carnival.  

Chloe S (absent): GEM Award, for demonstrating 
mindfulness and creativity in Drumbeat, and continuing 
these positive traits into the classroom.  

Together we can grow 

Education and Training 
Reform Amendment 
(Protection of School 
Communities) Bill 2021 

This information is for parents, carers and guardians 
about the new Education and Training Reform 
Amendment (Protection of School Communities) Bill 2021. 

Victorian school communities are overwhelmingly positive 
and safe places for teaching and learning where we all 
play a role in supporting students in their achievements, 
engagement and wellbeing needs. 

It is likely that you have heard the recent media 
announcements that the Victorian Government has 
introduced the Education and Training Reform 
Amendment (Protection of School Communities) Bill 2021. 
If passed through parliament, the proposed Bill would 
come into effect in May 2022. 

The Bill aims to protect and keep school communities safe 
by preventing and deterring violent and aggressive 
behaviours from adult members of the school community 
and ensure that schools are positive, safe and inclusive 
places to work and learn. This Bill will apply to the small 
minority of adult members of the Victorian school 
community who engage in this behaviour, after early 
conflict resolution measures through non-legislative 
avenues have failed. 

The proposed law will empower principals and other 
authorised persons to issue School Community Safety 
Orders in response to parents, carers and other adult 
members of the school community who engage in harmful, 
threatening, abusive or disruptive behaviours on school 
grounds or places where school activities take place, or 
inappropriate and harmful communication through emails 
and social media. 

This Bill will apply to the small minority of the school 
community who engage in this behaviour when all other 
reasonable interventions have failed. The changes would 
ensure that all members of the school community are kept 
safe and to minimise any harm to their safety and 
wellbeing. There will be internal and external review 
mechanisms in place if a person who is subject to a School 
Community Safety Order wishes to appeal an Order. 

Arrangements will be available to ensure parents can still 
remain engaged in their child’s learning and to minimise 
any disruption to the student. 

This Bill would not replace the existing avenues to raise 
any complaints, issues or suggestions with schools, such as 
our school’s current policies and procedures. By 
continuing to engage with these communication channels 
in a respectful and collaborative manner, we can continue 
to work together to support our students. 

Further information about the details of the Bill will be 
communicated to you if the Bill is passed by parliament. 

Information provided by the Department of Education and 
Training 



Prospective Family School 
Tours 
With the lifting of further COVID restrictions, we are now 
able to conduct school tours for prospective families 
again.  

I encourage our district families—new to the area or new 
to primary education, to come along and see our beautiful 
school. Personal tours for prospective families are availa-
ble by appointment, and can be made by calling the 
school on 5334 0253.  

Miss Barnes 

Drumbeat starts 

We are so excited that DRUMBEAT has started at Bungaree 
Primary School with Mr Lewis!  

Drumbeat is a structured learning program using music, 
psychology and neurobiology to reconnect with ourselves 
and others. 

The name DRUMBEAT is an acronym for Discovering 
Relationships Using Music, Beliefs, Emotions, Attitudes, 
and Thoughts. 

DRUMBEAT incorporates hand drumming, behavioural 
therapeutic principles and cognitive and dialectical 
elements to achieve positive outcomes. It is estimated 
that over 50,000 people around the world have 
participated in and experienced the benefits of the 
program so far. 

As humans, we are social beings and by our very nature 
dependent upon relationships for our survival and 
prosperity. Relationships define identity, connect us in 
meaningful ways, and let us experience rich and fulfilling 
lives. DRUMBEAT facilitates the social and emotional skills 
for healthy relationships and values. This process of re-
connection with self and interconnection with others 
enables profound social and behavioural change. 

DRUMBEAT at Bungaree complements our wellbeing 
support for all students, including The Resilience Project, 
Respectful Relationships, School Breakfast Club and 
Chaplaincy program. 

Miss Barnes & information from DRUMBEAT 

Together we can grow 

Moon Buggies 
Investigations in earth and space science has lead to 
learning about moon buggies in the classroom this term. 
What fun! 

Ms K 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Last week we began looking at the first of Top 10 Good 
Parenting Tips - Best Advice - Parenting For Brain as seen 
on the Welcome to Parenting for Brain website.  

Here is Tip 2:  

LOVE THEM AND SHOW THEM THROUGH ACTION 

Show your love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no such thing as loving your child too much. 
Loving them cannot spoil them. Only what you choose to 
do (or give) in the name of love can — things like material 
indulgence, leniency, low expectation and over-
protection. When these things are given in place of real 
love, that’s when you’ll have a spoiled child. 

Loving your child can be as simple as giving them a hug, 
spending time with them and listening to their issues 
seriously. Showing these acts of love can trigger the 
release of feel-good hormones such as oxytocin, opioids 
and prolactin. These neurochemicals can bring us a deep 
sense of calm, emotional warmth and contentment, from 
these the child will develop resilience and not to mention 
a closer relationship with you. 

A humorous story from my own family: about eight or 
more years ago my wife Cherine and I bought our three 
kids a trampoline. This wasn’t for any birthday or special 
occasion as such, we just thought it would be a nice idea 
and a great activity for the kids. So when my daughter 
asked me “Dad, why did you buy us this trampoline?” I 
replied: “Simply because we love you.” After a few silent 
moments where I could see the cogs in her mind turning 
over, she smiled and said: “Dad, could you please love me 
next year as well!” 

Mr Lewis - Chaplain 

NAPLAN 2021 &  

Riley’s Top Test Tips 
NAPLAN is an annual assessment for all students in Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9 (though missed in 2020 due to the pandemic 
and pivot to Remote Learning.) It tests the types of skills 
that are essential for every child to progress through 
school and life. The tests cover skills in reading, writing, 
spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The 
assessments are undertaken every year in the second full 
week in May.  

I just wanted to pass on my congratulations to Riley for 
undertaking his Year 5 NAPLAN assessments this week. 
Riley showed our four school values on each of the three 
mornings of assessment, enjoyed a ‘guard of honour’ each 
day by all of his schoolmates, and a very special, sneaky 
hot chocolate at the Bungaree Store with me to wrap up a 
big week and to celebrate his achievements.  

To help our current Year 2 
and 4 students for their 
assessments in 2022, Riley 
has come up with the 
following Top Test Tips to 
pass on:  

• Don’t talk  

• Try not to get stuck on a 
question  

• Try your best 

• Think positive  

• Use your working out 
page 

• Use strategies  

• Don’t get distracted  

• Think of the rewards.  

Well done, Riley, I’m so proud 
of your efforts! 

Miss Barnes 



Wathaurung Small Schools Athletics Carnival 

Together we can grow 

What a top day we had last Friday at Llanberris athletics Reserve in Ballarat. Our students enjoyed Tabloid Sports with 
Kelly Sports (Juniors) and Track and Field events (Seniors.) A great day to catch up and compete with our small school 
friends. Congratulations to all of our students for their stellar performances. A special mention and well done to our 
Senior ribbon-getters, Nikolai 2nd in the 10yo shot put; James 3rd in the 10yo triple jump; and Liza in the 12yo, 2nd in 
the 800m and 3rd in the discus.  


