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From the Principal
Hello everyone
It has been a pretty joyous couple of weeks as we have
had news that it has been determined safe by the
Victorian Chief Health Officer to return to school. In this
newsletter, I have included our Return to School
Information for families, as circulated on Edmodo this
week.
I am so proud of the work of our WHOLE school
community during the flexible and remote learning phase
in Term 2. Our students have worked so hard to continue
their learning; our families have supported this to the
next level; and our staff have facilitated a myriad of
social connections and academic tasks—with our children
at the core of everything that we do.
I would like to send a thank you to the families who were
able to attend our parent meeting on Thursday night via
WebEx, and to those who have spoken to me
independently about our return to school. I appreciate
your feedback and support as we head into a new phase
during the pandemic. Please know that we will take care
of all students and staff to ensure that we can adjust
socially, emotionally and academically as we return to
learning and working from school. This is our highest
priority over the coming weeks.
The DET guidelines for assessment and reporting have
changed for this semester’s report given learning at
school in Term 1 followed by learning from home in Term
2. As teachers, we look forward to providing you with a
revised report format focusing on the opportunities for
learning and content shared, whilst our second semester
report will have a greater focus on achievement.
Semester reports will be completed for all students and
circulated before the end of term.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and
updates in between newsletters. Have a wonderful week,
and always stay grateful, kind and mindful.
Be well and stay connected.
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Enrolments in 2020 and
beyond
Reminder: Enrolments are now
being encouraged and welcomed
for students starting in any year
level in 2020 and beyond. If you
know of a local family with children
who need to experience our
fantastic neighbourhood school,
please let me know.
Miss Barnes

Our Service Road to school has a
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s
safety—students, families and staff,
please abide by this speed limit when
arriving and departing from school at
all times. Thank you.

Calendar
May
Monday 25th

Curriculum Day—NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 26th

Return to face-to-face teaching F-6 (yes,
EVERYONE!!*)
*we have a special exemption from the
DET for all students to return on this
day.

Wednesday

National Simultaneous Storytime

June

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal

Curriculum Day
Monday 25th May
There will be no school on this day as teachers will be preparing
for the return to face-to-face teaching.

Tuesday 2nd

School Council Meeting via WebEx
5:00pm

Monday 8th

Queen’s Birthday Holiday—SCHOOL
CLOSED

Friday 26th

Last day of Term 2—2:30pm dismissal

July
Monday 13th

Together we can grow

First day of Term 3

Return to School Information
Introduction
As you are now aware, following advice from the
Victorian Chief Health Officer and as announced by the
Premier, Victorian Government schools will return to onsite schooling for students during the Covid-19 pandemic.
For your information, attached to this document is the
formal message from Professor Brett Sutton – Victorian
Chief Health Officer, and some frequently asked
questions from parents and carers.
Special Exemption for Bungaree
Bungaree Primary School has an approved special
exemption by the Regional Director to return ALL
students from Foundation to Year 6 at the same time.
This is different to the vast majority of schools across the
state and reflects our current school enrolment and
ability to continue to provide effective teaching and
learning whilst staying safe in our small school context.
However, students, staff and families MUST continue to
observe social distancing and safe hygiene practices at all
times as outlined in this plan.
Key Dates
MONDAY 25TH MAY

TUESDAY 26TH MAY

Curriculum Day, no students at
school. All available staff on-site
to prepare for transition back to
school.
All students return to school.

Return to School Plan
We have developed the following plan to ensure we are
adhering to the government guidelines in regards to social
distancing and safe hygiene practices; and further
guidelines required of the Department of Education and
Training in accordance with advice from the Victorian
Chief Health Officer. Please note that social distancing
measures relate to the adults, not the students. The
Australian Health Protection Principal Committee
(AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue density rule’ of no
more than one person per four square metre is not
appropriate or practical in classrooms or corridors, nor
maintaining 1.5 metres between students during
classroom activities.
Contact with the School
If, for any reason, you need to contact school, please
call/email the office or Miss Barnes directly. We ask that
you please respect our teaching and learning time in the
classroom and unless it is an emergency, schedule calls
before/after school.
Phone:

5334 0253

Email:

bungaree.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Teachers will be planning a start-up program of activities
for students when they return to school as they transition
back to face-face teaching. Our focus will be on reestablishing connections, getting to know each other
again, safe hygiene practices at school, and reaffirming
school values, expectations and routines. We
acknowledge that it is going to be extremely important
for us to support students to return to a normal routine,
acknowledge the situation, provide developmentally
suitable information about what is occurring, as well as
providing a safe space for students to raise their concerns
and feelings.
Loan of School Equipment and Resources
We ask that all families return the iPad/s, chargers to
school on the first day your child returns back. A parent/
carer and a staff member will be required to sign this in,
as they were signed out with our iPad Lending
Agreement. All other school resources will also be
required to be returned in the first week back to school –
such as literacy and numeracy resources, stationery
resources and furniture, if it was borrowed. Students will
need to bring in their Reader Diaries and Reader Bags
each day to help us return to our usual school day and
routine for home reading and communication home.
School Drop Off and Pick Up
As the main risk of introducing coronavirus to the school
environment is from adults, close proximity between
adult members of the school community should be
avoided, particularly during school drop off and pick up.
We encourage staff and parents to maintain physical
distancing measures by not congregating in areas inside
or outside the school. We understand that the return to
school may be quite emotional for some of our little
students. Junior parents and carers can walk them to the
front double gate and Miss Barnes or the teacher on duty
will be waiting to escort them into the school buildings.
Parents cannot enter the school grounds or buildings
unless there are exceptional circumstances. At the end
of the school day we ask that parents and carers wait at
the hedge with appropriate 1.5m social distancing or to
remain in their cars. Miss Barnes or the teacher on duty
will escort the students out to you. There will be no extra
play on the front playground before and after school. No
family members (adults or children) are to enter the
school grounds. If your child is able to come into and
leave school with a sibling or is comfortable walking into
school on their own, then this is also an option for you.
School Times
Our school times will be unaffected as we return to
school. The school day will start at 9:00am; and finish at
3:30pm.

School Learning Program

Late Arrivals

Once school has returned, all students will be expected
to attend as normal. This means that if you elect to keep
your child/ren home once school has returned, staff are
no longer expected to support their learning from home.
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for
health/medical reasons. For those families, please
contact Miss Barnes so an appropriate plan can be made.

If your child has arrived late to school we ask that you
drop them off at the main front gate and call the office
on 5334 0253, so that staff are aware. Staff will sign the
student into school and walk them to their classroom.
Once again, we ask that adults do not enter the school
buildings or grounds.
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Continued next page …

Return to School Information
Camp, Excursions and Assemblies

… from previous page.

Early Departures
Please call the office if you need to collect your child
early from school. Exit at this time will only be through
the front main gate. Your child will be escorted out to
you by a staff member.
Lunch Orders/Hot Lunches
The shop will still offer hot lunch/lunch orders every
Friday. Students can place their orders at the shop as
usual. There will be no PFA lunches for the foreseeable
future.

Department advice is that school excursions, camps and
other non-essential gatherings must be postponed. We
will continue with our Monday morning assemblies as
usual, but no parents will be able to attend. Key
information will be distributed through the newsletter,
Facebook page and notes home.
Playgrounds
Students will be allowed to use the playground equipment
as usual. Safe hygiene practices will be followed before
and after time on the playgrounds.
Water Bottles

There will be no parent helpers permitted on-site this
term. There will be no PFA meetings or lunches this term.
There will be no School Banking this term.

Students will only drink from their school supplied water
bottles; and/or they can bring their own water bottles for
use at school. Students will not be permitted to drink
directly from the bubble taps at this time. Taps will be
used to refill water bottles only.

Safe Hygiene Practices

Student and Staff Health

Hand sanitiser and hand soap will be available throughout
the school. Teachers will also implement regular hand
washing routines throughout the day. Students can bring
their own hand sanitiser from home to use in the
classroom, particularly if they are sensitive to specific
ingredients. We will also have additional facilities
cleaning, focusing on cleaning high traffic areas and
surfaces, door handles, light switches, shared equipment
etc. We would ask you to talk with your children and
affirm the importance of how to wash their hands
thoroughly and why we are doing this so that the process
is not a difficult one for your child.

If your child is unwell in any way, they MUST be kept at
home and medical advice sought. At this time, we cannot
compromise the health and safety of other students and
staff. Please ensure your contact details are up to date
with Ange in the office so that we can call you if your
child is sick or injured.

Parent Helpers/Parents and Friends Association

Specialist Programs
All specialist learning programs will resume as usual for
the remainder of the term as per the timetable.

We are excited about seeing and working with your
children again on-site at school. We need your help to
ensure that we are all safe in the coming weeks and
months. Please read over these items carefully. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact us so that
we can work together to have the best outcomes for you
and your child as well as all other children and staff.

We look forward
to seeing your
smiling faces
at school again
soon!
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Mowing in late Autumn and
into Winter

National Simultaneous
Storytime

On Wednesday next week, we will be enjoying “Whitney
and Britney, Chicken Divas” at school. We encourage
children to come along with a chicken theme. Dress up as
a chicken? An egg? A chicken diva? A parmigiana? An
omelette?

Weekend commencing ...

Family

Saturday 9th May

Lee family

Saturday 6th June

Cox family

Saturday 4th July

Matheson family

Saturday 1st August

Lee family

Saturday 29th August

Cox family

There will be plenty of fun throughout day and Michelle
and Miss Barnes will be cooking a celebratory lunch—
chicken nuggets (don’t tell Whitney or Britney!) and chips
for everyone.

Thank you!
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