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From the Acting Premier

Hello everyone
Apologies for the late newsletter—the announcement of
the Circuit Breaker Lockdown and the pivot back to
Remote Learning was the school’s priority late last week.
To our School Councillors—our meeting will proceed
tomorrow night, via WebEx. I’ll be in touch with the
details, and appreciate your understanding in what has
been a big week in our school (again.)
A reminder that the school now has a specific QR Code
for contact tracing through Service Victoria, which will be
additionally required as you sign in to the office book. If
you need assistance with a QR scanner on your phone,
staff are only too happy to help. With the current
restrictions though, we ask that visitors to the school are
only for essential reasons, as we abide by the current
Victorian Government instructions.
The Resilience Project public talk in Ballarat is still
scheduled for next Tuesday night, and fingers crossed
that it may go ahead with current restrictions in place.
Our numbers from Bungaree will be finalised this Friday—
can each family please indicate to me if they will be
using their ticket before then? Tickets unable to be used
will be reallocated in our school community. A text
message will be perfect, thank you! I did attend a
presentation for teachers by The Resilience Project last
week, and this reinforced to me the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of
what we do here at Bungaree Primary School and the
benefits that we see in our school.
Isabella and Rebecca from Fed Uni were student teachers
in our school last week, and they have almost completed
their observation round—what does it look like being a
teacher in a small, rural school? The lockdown
announcement certainly was a learning experience for
them both, but I would like to pass on my thanks and
appreciation for their assistance inside and outside the
classroom to help us pivot back to Remote Learning.
Finally, I’d like to pass on a massive thank you to our
staff, for putting in extra time beyond their rostered days
to come in and prepare our technology and teaching/
learning resources. We have an amazing team here at
Bungaree PS and I’m so very proud of the work that we do
to support you—our school families.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and
updates in between newsletters. Stay grateful, kind and
mindful. But most importantly, stay safe.

I know this isn't easy for anyone – but I want to give a
special shout out to our incredible principals, teachers
and support staff who are getting ready to go back to
flexible and remote learning for a few days.
Thank you. For everything.
James Merlino— Acting Premier and Minister for
Education

Enrolments in 2021 and
beyond
Reminder: Enrolments are now
being encouraged and welcomed
for students starting in any year
level in 2021 and beyond. If you
know of a local family with children
who need to experience our
fantastic neighbourhood school,
please let me know.
Miss Barnes

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal
Together we can grow

Calendar

Student Awards

June
31st May-3rd
June

Circuit Breaker Lockdown—Remote Learning
for all

Tuesday 1st June School Council meeting—WebEx
7th June

Sporting Schools—AFL Goldfields Coach
Phillip after lunch

8th June

The Resilience Project public talk in
Ballarat—staff and families 7:00pm

9th June

SSV Winter Sports for selected students

14th June

Queen’s Birthday holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED

25th June

Last day of Term 2, 2:30pm dismissal

Reconciliation Week

Congratulations to our Student Award winners this
fortnight.
Jo: Numeracy Award, for showing determination and
positivity in learning about adding numbers to 10.
Isabelle: For showing creativity and real joy in learning
about marbling as a painting technique in Art.
Zac: Bungaree Award, for showing all of our school values
and demonstrating enthusiasm (on and off stage!) at the
GRIP Student Leadership Conference.

Our Service Road to school has a
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s
safety—students, families and staff,
please abide by this speed limit when
arriving and departing from school at
all times. Thank you.

Mowing in Winter
Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021, More than a
word. Reconciliation takes action, urges the
reconciliation movement towards braver and more
impactful action.
Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as
individuals, families, communities, organisations and
importantly as a nation. At the heart of this journey are
relationships between the broader Australian community
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation,
and in playing our part we collectively build relationships
and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, histories, cultures, and futures.
2021 marks twenty years of Reconciliation Australia and
almost three decades of Australia’s formal reconciliation
process.

Weekend commencing ...

Family

Saturday 29th May

Lee family

Saturday 26th June

Cox family

Saturday 24th July

Van Den Heuvel family

Saturday 21st August

Matheson family
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Learning in Action
An AFL Goldfields footy coach in for Sporting Schools football; SSV Cross Country at Ballarat High School; our Junior
School Council at the GRIP Student Leadership Conference and our Scholastic Book Fair. What a fortnight!
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Learning in Action (… continued)
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Chaplain’s Corner

Lockdown/Remote Learning

Families are a community’s greatest treasure! The
strength of families is intricately linked toward a healthy,
vibrant community. One of the benefits I’ve found of the
lockdowns we’ve experienced, is they’ve given us more
opportunities to spend valuable time with our loved ones.
Families come in all different shapes and sizes, and can
cultivate a wonderful important sense of belonging, and
an empowerment to love and be loved. I recently read
the following quote:

Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all
Victorian schools will move to a period of remote and
flexible learning from Monday 31 May to Thursday 3 June
inclusive.
Friday was a student-free day to allow schools time to
prepare. Remote and flexible learning will begin on Monday
31 May.

Bungaree Primary School will be enacting our Remote
Learning Plan, as distributed and discussed. Messages will be
“Family faces are magic mirrors.” – Gail Lumet Buckley – posted on Edmodo each morning; and WebEx will be the
videoconferencing application used.
Here’s another great ‘Tip on Improving Parenting Skills’,
taken from: https://www.parentingforbrain.com/how-to- As with other remote learning periods, our school will
provide on-site supervision for students in the following
be-a-good-parent-10-parenting-tips/
categories:
Tip 3:
1.
Children where both parents and/or carers are
LOVE THEM AND SHOW THEM THROUGH ACTION
authorised workers who cannot work from home,
work for an essential provider and where no other
Babies are born with around 100 billion brain cells
supervision arrangements can be made:
(neurons) with relatively little connections. These
connections create our thoughts, drive our actions, shape
• Where there are two parents/carers, both must be
our personalities and basically determine who we are.
authorised workers, working outside the home in
They are created, strengthened and “sculpted” through
order for their children to be eligible for on-site
experiences across our lives.
provision
Give your child positive experiences. They will have the
ability to experience positive experiences themselves and
offer them to others.
Give your child negative experiences. They won’t have
the kind of development necessary for them to thrive.
Sing that silly song. Have a tickle marathon. Go to the
park. Laugh with your child. Ride through an emotional
tantrum. Solve a problem together with a positive
attitude.
Not only do these positive experiences create good
connections in your child’s brain, but they also form the
memories of you that your child carries for life.
When it comes to discipline, it seems hard to remain
positive. But it is possible to practice Positive Discipline
and avoid punitive measures.
Being a good parent means you need to teach your child
the moral in what is right and what is wrong. Setting
limits and being consistent are the keys to good
discipline. Be kind and firm when enforcing those rules.
Focus on the reason behind the child’s behaviour. And
make it an opportunity to learn for the future, rather
than to punish for the past.

• For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker
must be working outside the home in order for
their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
2.

Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
• children in out-of-home care
• children deemed vulnerable by a government
agency, funded family or family violence service,
and is assessed as requiring education and care
outside the family home

• children identified by a school or early childhood
service as vulnerable, including via referral from a
government agency, or funded family or family
violence service, homeless or youth justice service
or mental health or other health service.
I appreciate everyone’s understanding and flexibility—thank
you.
Miss Barnes

Mr Lewis - Chaplain

Hot off the press—Remote
Learning is back!

Right: Ms K and our Juniors, straight back into class for
the first morning of Remote Learning … we’re so super
proud of everyone!
Together we can grow

Together we can grow

