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Determination

From the Principal

Our Service Road to school has a
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s
safety—students, families and staff,
please abide by this speed limit when
arriving and departing from school at
all times. Thank you.

Hello everyone
It’s lovely to be back in school! Many thanks to our
dedicated team for their work in my absence, particularly
Ms K in her role as Acting Principal. Navigating in and out
of lockdowns, Remote Learning and Return to School has
been in our school life for a while now, and Ms K did a
wonderful job leading this. Thanks to all staff, students
and families for your understanding and kind messages in
the last month of term.
Our return to school following the Moorabool Shire
lockdown last week sees us continuing to be vigilant
around health and safety for all students and staff onsite. We continue to follow our COVID-19 Safety
Management Plan and follow the public health advice and
education directions from the Department of Education
and Training. I’ve included a snapshot in this newsletter
of the school activities that can/can’t be undertaken
under the current restrictions. Please keep this in mind
with your requests and concerns. Our staff certainly
appreciate your patience and understanding in this
regard.
The Term 4 calendar of activities for students and
families has been updated. We’d love to add our camp
and excursions and the like, however, we are guided by
the public health advice and unfortunately these cannot
be scheduled under the current restrictions. Should the
advice change, we do hope to hold some excursions
outside of school later in the term. Please note that if
you have made a payment towards camp, Ange will be in
touch regarding a refund or paying it on your school
account.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for snippets and
updates in between newsletters. Stay grateful, kind and
mindful.
Miss Catherine Barnes,

Creativity

Curriculum Day
Tuesday 19th October
There will be no school on this day as staﬀ will be building
knowledge on new evidence based research around the
Science of Reading.

Calendar
October
Tuesday 19th

Curriculum Day—SCHOOL CLOSED; School
Council Meeting via WebEx 5:00pm

Friday 29th

World Teachers Day

November
Week 5

ILP Week via WebEx (opt in)

Tuesday 2nd

Melbourne Cup Day holiday—SCHOOL
CLOSED

Wednesday 24th

Curriculum Day (TBC) - SCHOOL CLOSED

December
Wednesday 15th

End of Year Celebration & Graduation (TBC)

Thursday 16th

No Breakfast Club; Big Day Out (if
restrictions allow) OR Big Day In!

Friday 17th

No Breakfast Club; End of Term 4 , 2:30pm

Principal

Issue 7 orders (through
LOOP or handed in at
school) are due
Monday, 26th October.
Don’t miss out!
Anne
Together we can grow

Allowed/Restricted School Activities at Bungaree PS*
*This is correct at the time of writing and may change at short notice in response to public health advice.
YES—essential grown ups on
site, students in Years 3-6
*refer information provided
in this newsletter.

School tours for prospective NO.
families
Excursions

NO.

COVID Safe routine and
additional cleaning

YES, every day.

Incursions

NO.

Camps and overnight stays

NO.

Community use of school
playground and outdoors
area

YES—outside of the hours
8:30am-4:00pm only. QR
Code check-in required.

Whole school community
gathering (ie celebrations,
graduation)

NO.

Library (for borrowing and
as a learning space)

YES, every day.

Kinder transition program
(Foundation Fun)

TBC.

Visitors to school

YES—essential visits for
school services and
operations only.

Statewide Transition Day

TBC.

Sporting activities

YES.

Face masks in schools

NO—parents and carers (for
medical or other approved
reasons only.)
Health and wellbeing visits

YES—essential and
authorised only (ie speech
pathologist, approved
therapy and support.)

Pedalling on for Kids
Cancer Research

Sun Smart in Term 4

For the month of October I am taking part in the Great
Cycle Challenge Australia: an important fundraiser for
kids cancer research. My challenge is to ride 1,000km and
raise at least $500 for the month, with all monies raised
going to the Children’s Medical Research Institute - CMRI.
So while it will be a tough month on the bike, it is
nothing compared to what brave kids and their families,
like what Nait at Lal Lal PS faces everyday! We all miss
seeing him at our small school gatherings, and continue
to wish him all the very best for his treatment and
recovery.
Please consider giving a generous donation via the link
below, to support the CMRI so they can continue their
work into the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
finding a cure for childhood cancer. As I write this I’m on
target to beat my goal having currently ridden 601.5 km.
https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/
MichaelLewis/b

We have reminded students that during Term 4 all
schools follow the principles of being Sun Smart.
Everyone, students and staff alike, are required to wear
a broad rim hat during outside play or learning activities.
Children who do not have a hat will be required to play in
designated shady areas. If you need to purchase a new
hat, please contact the office for details.

Enrolments in 2021 and
beyond
Reminder: Enrolments are now
being encouraged and welcomed
for students starting in any year
level in 2021 and beyond. If you
know of a local family with children
who need to experience our
fantastic neighbourhood school,
please let me know.
Miss Barnes

Mr Lewis
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Staying COVID Safe

Chaplain’s Corner

Public Health advice is still in place regarding COVID-19.

Parenting is an amazing journey, and as I’m sure many
of you would agree, we experience many ups and downs
with our kids. But there remains a great sense of purpose
and fulfilment that money can’t buy, as we love and
guide our children toward a healthy happy life!

If your child has cold/flu like symptoms, they are not to
attend school until they receive a negative COVID-19
test, symptoms are cleared or you have a doctor’s note.
This is in line with health regulations.
If your child has a runny nose/sore throat/cough etc.
they will be sent home.
To keep our school safe, we have introduced some
important operational changes, as communicated to all
families. These include:
• No parents and carers are allowed on-site, unless
notified by the school for medical or other reasons (as
with the same guidelines in 2020).
• Parents and carers are asked to physically distance at
school pick up and drop off times, and face masks
must be worn.
Miss Barnes

We come to our 10th and final Parenting Tip from the
Parenting For Brain website. I hope you’ve got
something out of these valuable guidelines that we can
apply to our daily parenting. If you’ve missed any or
would like review them, you can find all 10 at https://
www.parentingforbrain.com/how-to-be-a-good-parent-10
-parenting-tips/
There are more great resources from this website,
including information about the characteristics and
effects of four common parenting styles. Just remember,
you’re not alone in this incredible journey, help is
available! If you would like further assistance with
parenting support, please don’t hesitate to give me a call
at the school on 5334 0253.
#10: Take A Shortcut By Utilizing Findings In Latest
Psychology And Neuroscience Research

AND SCHOOL

Face Masks in Primary
Schools
From Monday, 18th October, face masks will be
mandatory for all school students in Grade 3 and above
when indoors unless a lawful exception applies. Face
masks are strongly recommended for Prep to Grade 2
students. For composite classes (like ours at Bungaree)
that include students in and above Grade 3 and below
Grade 3, those below Grade 3 are strongly encouraged
to wear masks.
For students with a disability, parents and carers should
speak to the child’s doctor or regular health professional
and with their school about the best methods to
encourage mask wearing.
Students with a medical condition that prevents mask use
will not be required to wear a mask.
Face masks are required for students in Grade 3 to Grade
6 unless an exception applies. Exceptions include
students with a physical or mental disability where their
disability means it would not be suitable. Parent/carers
of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception
must provide their approval in writing for their child/ren
to not wear a mask to the school.

By shortcuts, I don’t mean
shortchanging your child. What
I mean is to take advantage of
what is already known by
scientists. Parenting is one of
the most researched fields in
psychology. Many parenting
practices or traditions have
been scientifically researched,
verified, refined or refuted.
For good scientific parenting
advice and information, here is
one of my favorite parenting
websites Parenting Science,
and my favourite sciencebased parenting book, The
Science of Parenting.
Using scientific knowledge is by no means a one-size fits
all strategy. Every child is different. You can and should
adjust your parenting strategies accordingly. For
example, besides spanking, there are many better
alternatives, e.g. redirection, reasoning, removing
privileges, time-in, etc. You can choose the non-punitive
discipline method that works best for your child.
Of course, you can also choose to use “traditional”
philosophies and may still get the same outcome
temporarily. But why risk the damages that many of the
sub-par practices may create while there are well
researched, better ones? Taking these “shortcuts” may
require more work on your part in the short-term, but
can save you lots of time and agony in the long run.
Final thought on parenting:

Face masks can be removed while outdoors at primary
schools.

The good thing is, although parenting is hard, it is also
very rewarding. The bad part is the rewards usually come
much later than the hard work. But if we try our best
now, we will eventually reap the rewards and have
nothing to regret. Happy Parenting!

Miss Barnes

Mr Lewis
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Our Yarning Circle

New Landscaping and More!

We are very excited to share with you our new Yarning
Circle. This is an outdoor learning space in development,
and has been so eagerly utilised on our return to school
by all of our students and staff.

There are a few groundworks in progress at the moment,
with the aim of creating happy and safe outdoor learning
and play spaces for our whole school (and wider)
community.

Yarning is about building respectful relationships.

Our first priority has been the new Yarning Circle, which
is looking magnificent! Garden edging has been
constructed, truckloads of pebbles laid down and
bluegum blocks are in place. A picnic table will be put in
the area closer to the Middle Room as another place to
learn, play or share time with friends.

The use of a yarning circle (or dialogue circle) is an
important process within Aboriginal culture and Torres
Strait Islander culture.
The yarning circle has been used by Indigenous peoples
from around the world for centuries to learn from a
collective group, build respectful relationships, and to
preserve and pass on cultural knowledge.
Our Yarning Circle is not a play space. Our Yarning Circle
is a place for open, respectful and safe conversation,
stories, sharing and reflection. It is a place where we can
trust each other, laugh, learn, share ideas, problem solve
and develop our speaking and listening skills. It is a place
where we care for each other, help each other, and show
our pride of, and connection to our school and each
other. It is a place where we all belong.
Our seats have come from our school’s beautiful Southern
Blue Gum, salvaged from the big storm in Term 2. The
heart of our tree lives on in our Yarning Circle.

Next, the garden edging will be upgraded around the
front playground (this took a hammering in the clean up
from the big storm.) Grown ups that have joined in
Working Bees in the last few years will appreciate that
we can only repair this so much—it’s time to replace the
edging now!
Then, we’ll move onto new garden edging from the front
double gate and along the fence of the staff car park.
Again, this area was severely impacted by the storm.
Damaged trees have already been removed. We’ll be
grinding stumps and constructing new edging, mulching
and planting new garden beds. In addition to this, we
hope to put in a few more picnic tables between the
Yarning Circle and the front gate, creating an outdoor
classroom for us to use.
Finally, we hope to install new shade sails across the
Yarning Circle and outdoor classroom (thanks to the
Victorian Government’s shade sails grant announced in
the school holidays.)
We can’t wait to see the works completed, and give our
playground and yard a real lift!
Many thanks to Paddy Arnts and his team from Paddy the
Tree Fella, for looking after us so promptly and well in
the salvage and clean up after the storm. Many thanks
also to Bryan Wethling from Springbank and his team for
the hard yakka in landscaping so far. A big thanks to
Bryan for donating a day of wages to us to get started,
we are so very grateful!
Miss Barnes

Spring Mowing

In our Yarning Circle this week, our whole school
discussed the term “Belong.”
Belong means feeling part of a group or a place or a
relationship.

Weekend commencing ...

Family

Saturday 11th September

Lee family

Saturday 25th September

Cox family

Saturday 9th October

Van Den Heuvel family

Saturday 23rd October

Matheson family

Saturday 6th November

Lee family

Saturday 20th November

Cox family

I belong to my family. I belong to my school.
Other words like belong: be owned by, be a member of,
kinship.
Other words the opposite to belong: not connected, not
owned by, separated.
Our yarns circled around the meaning of “Belong” and
giving examples of groups that we belong to and why. We
also yarned about how we can help other people to feel
like they belong.
Miss Barnes
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Out & About Our School

Above: Writing for moderation took place
this week and Mitchell tried his absolute
best!

Above: A new load of sand for the ever
popular sandpit was very welcomed by
Zac, Kainan, Isabelle and Riley.

Left, below, right:
Construction of our new
Yarning Circle (we all get a
little excited when plant and
equipment come to school.)
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SpringFest Update & COVID Safe SpringFest Online Raffle

The Rotary Club of Ballarat – SpringFest Management Committee have met and made the difficult decision to cancel
SpringFest Market Sunday, due to take place on 28th November 2021, in the best interests of public health.
As an alternative this year, and to continue to be able to raise funds for our Community, the “Springfest Online Raffle”
has been launched and is now up and running, and we encourage everyone to go to our website and purchase a ticket.
Raffle tickets can be purchased from : https://rafflelink.com.au/springfest2021
Remember, Bungaree Primary School is a valued partner and community beneficiary of SpringFest, and funds
raised through this online raffle will directly benefit our school. Please buy a ticket (or a few!) and share this
with your family and friends.
For more information, please visit www.ballaratspringfest.com.au - Facebook /springfestballarat
SpringFest Management Committee & Miss Barnes

First Prize

Second Prize

Third Prize

1st Prize valued at $4,000

2nd Prize valued at $2,200

3rd Prize valued at $1,300

6’x 4’ Custom Made Trailer with Cage
from Eureka Trailers
(inc. on road costs)
+
$2,000 G.Gay &Co - Gift Voucher

28 Seat Private Screening at Regent
Cinemas
+
$500 Raintree Art - Gift Voucher
+
$500 Mystery Prize

Mercedes Benz 12V Toy Ride-On Car
+
Kids TREK Bike - Precaliber 20.7
+
Birthday Party at Regent Cinemas for
20 Kids.

Kindly donated by: Regent Cinemas Raintree Art

Kindly donated by: Ballarat Taxis Cyclescape - Regent Cinemas

Kindly donated by: Private donor to
the Rotary Club of Ballarat for
Trailer - G Gay & Co

Tickets available now!
https://rafflelink.com.au/springfest2021
Together we can grow

