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From the Principal 
Hello everyone 

I just wanted to comment and reflect on some 
conversations that I have been having with some parents, 
grandparents and community members about our school 
over the last few weeks.  

I have received such wonderful and positive feedback 
about the behaviour and demeanour of our students in 
our local community. Students have been overserved 
being respectful and polite, particularly in and around 
the store; at the community Anzac commemoration and 
working with the Historical Society.  

In addition to this, visitors to our school (from the 
Department of Education and Training, tradies and 
guests) commend us on our strong work ethic and calm 
and productive classrooms.  

As Principal, I am so proud of the efforts that we ALL put 
in, at home and at school, to ensure that our school 
community is seen with such high regard. This results in 
happy and engaged students at school who show learning 
progress every single day.  

We are in a very unique situation—a small, rural school in 
a spud paddock as we are, and are able to provide such 
personalisation and care to every student to meet their 
individual learning needs, supported by not only our 
school families, but our wider community in the district 
who want to see us flourish and thrive. I’m so pleased 
that we can deliver on this shared goal, and am thankful 
for everyone’s contribution, large and small, that allows 
this to occur.  

I have shared online and with you in this newsletter an 
upcoming Open Week for prospective families—please 
share this opportunity with your friends, families and 
neighbours, and remember our school motto, “Together 
we can grow.”  

Stay grateful, kind and mindful, 

Miss Catherine Barnes, Principal 

Curriculum Day 

Friday 7th June 

There will be no school on this day as teachers will be a�ending 

a numeracy professional learning day. 
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Calendar 
MAY  

24th Senior Winter Sports at Warrenheip PS 

29th  PFA lunch and meeting 

JUNE  

7th Curriculum Day—school closed 

10th Queen’s Birthday holiday—school closed 

11th School Council meeting 

12th PFA lunch and meeting 

26th PFA lunch and meeting 

27th Student Showcase and PFA Major Raffle 
Draw 

28th Last day of Term 2—2:30pm dismissal 

July  

15th Term 3 commences 

1st PFA selling raffle tickets at Bungaree FNC 
home game—can you help please? 

11th-14th School Open Week for Prospective 

Volunteers Needed Please 
Our big fundraiser this term is 
the Major Raffle—how is your 
ticket selling going?  

We have been granted permission 
to sell raffle tickets at the next 
Bungaree Football and Netball 
Club home game, next weekend, 
Saturday 1st June. We need some 
volunteers to help on the day, 
just for a couple of hours each to 
share the load. Can you please 
let me know of your availability 
to volunteer and fill in the reply 
slip attached to the newsletter, 
it would be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks to the Committee of the 
FNC for allowing us to set up on 
the day!  

Thank you. 

Stacey, PFA  



 

Our Service Road to school has a 
10km/h speed limit. For everyone’s 
safety—students, families and staff, 
please abide by this speed limit when 
arriving and departing from school at 
all times. Thank you. 
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Weekend commencing ... Family 

Saturday 1st June Lee family 

Saturday 6th July Cox family 

Saturday 3rd August Matheson family 

Mowing in  

Mowing roster 
If your family is able to help in the 
mowing of the school grounds 
sometime in 2019, can you please let 
me know so that a mowing roster can 
be developed in the next couple of 
weeks (including if you are able to 
mow the oval? A ride on is required 
for this area.)  Every little bit helps, 
and everyone values the 
contributions of family volunteers in 
this task to keep our grounds 
beautiful.  

Please see Miss Barnes if you can help. 

Thank you to the Matheson, Lee and Cox families for 
putting up their hands so far! 

PFA Major Raffle 
Our major school fundraiser in Term 2 is the PFA Major 
Raffle. Three huge prizes are on offer, and we encourage 
you to support this fundraiser with your family and 
friends.  

Monies raised will subsidise the cost for students to 
participate in the Swim and Gym Program in Term 3, and 
School Camp in Term 4. 

FIRST PRIZE:  
Gree Cozy Split System valued at $500 and 

installation for homes within 50km of Bungaree 
valued at $750. 

 
SECOND PRIZE:  

Ballarat attractions and food vouchers valued at 
$440. 

 
THIRD PRIZE:  

Melbourne attractions valued at $380. 

Help us support our amazing school by collecting earn 
and learn stickers from Woolworths if you are able. These 
stickers will then be redeemed for new whole-school 
resources for all students to enjoy. 

Stickers can be collected from now until the 25th of June 
at any Woolworths store and can be put in our collection 
box at school or Ballarat Central Woolworths (Eastwood 
St). They can also be stuck on the posters we have in the 
classrooms or on the sticker sheet that has been given to 
every family. More of these sticker sheets are available 
from the front office. 

The more we can collect, the more resources we can get, 
so ask family and friends to help collect as well. Let’s get 
sticking! 

Anne 

Junior School Council 
News 
A big thank you to everyone who donated to the Fiona 
Elsey Cancer Research Institute for our Crazy Hair Day. 
We are very happy to announce that we raised $139 that 
will go towards helping the centre in their fight against 
cancer.  

Also, a reminder to everyone that on every Monday of 
this term and next term, we are having Milo Monday. We 
will happily make a hot milo for the children, for 50c 
each. Oh, and it is DELICIOUS!  

We also have agreed with the teachers about Tech 
Tuesday. For half of lunch play, students can bring in a 
device that can be played on if they would like to. 
Perfect for the wet day timetables coming! Devices such 
as iPods, iPads, Gameboys, DS etc. must be handed to 
the teacher in the morning before school for safe 
keeping. 

JSC—Claire, Tish, Riley and Eleanor 

The Parents and Friends Association of Bungaree Primary 
School would like to acknowledge and thank the 
following businesses for the kind and generous donations:  

Western Victoria Refrigeration Services; Bailey 
Technologies; Craig’s Royal Hotel; Kryal Castle; OZ 
Tenpin Ballarat Bowling Centre; North Ballarat Sports 
Club; Ballarat Aquatic and Lifestyle Centre; Luna Park; 

and Legoland. 

Tickets are $2.50 each. The Major Raffle will be drawn 
after the Student Showcase on Thursday 27th June. 
Winners will be phoned and the results published on the 
school Facebook page. Extra tickets will be available in 
the office if you need them—thank you! 

Stacey, PFA 

Woolworths Earn and Learn 
is on again 
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Lizzy and Garth Visit 

Bungaree Primary School 
School Open Week for Prospective Families in 2019/20 

Tuesday 11th—Friday 14th June, 2019 

Bungaree Primary School, 348 Bungaree-Wallace Road, Bungaree 

Have you recently moved (or are you moving) into the local area and looking to enrol your child for the 
remainder 2019?  Do you have a child ready to start school in Foundation (Prep) in 2020?  Would you like 
to learn more and explore the opportunities with Bungaree Primary School? 

Come along and visit our school! We will be holding an Open Week for prospective families from 11th—
14th June, and we’d love to meet you. Register your interest and drop in during the week. We look 
forward to seeing you and showing off our personalised teaching and learning programs, our beautiful 
school grounds and buildings, and answering any questions that you may have about starting with us.  
Call us at the school for further information.  

Telephone: 03 5334 0253  Email: bungaree.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  Web: www.bungareeps.vic.edu.au 
Principal: Catherine Barnes 
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Lizzy and Garth the whippet from the Responsible Pet 
Education Program visited Bungaree on Wednesday this 
week. Students were able to actively learn how to be 
safe around pets, particularly unknown dogs, and 
consider their needs as pet owners.  

Congratulations to everyone for engaging and being so 
caring with our special guests. 

Mrs Westlake 
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We want our students to 
tell us what they think! 
We value student voice as a means to improving student 
engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are 
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of 
our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual 
student survey offered by the Department of Education 
and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding 
of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our 
school will use the survey results to plan programs and 
activities to improve your child's schooling experience.  

Students from Year 4 to 6 at our school will participate in 
the survey. Your child will complete the survey online 
during school hours using a purpose built secure online 
survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any 
way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to 
refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, 
during, or after completion of the survey.  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to 
complete the survey. The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and 
research purposes only. All responses to the survey are 
kept anonymous in the response file. Personal 
identification data will not be recorded in the survey 
response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your 
child’s responses is protected at all times. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted 
at our school over the period Monday 27th May to Friday 
31st May. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete 
and occurs during your child's class time.  

The survey results will be reported back to the school 
before the end of term 2. All survey data that is made 
available in reports are for groups of students only so that 
no individual student can be identified. Data suppression 
rules are used for schools with low student numbers per 
year level. 

Miss Barnes 

Helping Children Make and Keep Friends  
A positive parenting article from Michael Grose. 

Children who develop healthy friendships generally have a 
definite set of social skills that help make them easy to 
like, easy to relate to and easy to play with. One such 
skill is the ability to adjust their behaviours to suit the 
social requirements of a particular situation. Many boys 
struggle in this area and can be loud, overbearing and 
bossy when their peers want them to be quiet, 
cooperative and to follow others. You can coach your 
child to fit in with the requirements of many of their 
social groups using this three-pronged approach: 

Remind: Be preemptive with your teaching. Before your 
child visits their friends provide some relevant pointers 
about their behaviour. “Remember to say hello quietly 
and ask them if they’d like to play with you.” 

Rehearse: It’s useful to practise with children how they 
should act in social situations. “Okay, Jeremy tell me 
what you will say when you want to enter a game. Let’s 
practice waiting for a break in the game, approaching 
someone you know and saying, “Excuse me. Can I play 
with you guys?” 

Revisit: Give your child feedback after the event but keep 
it positive and upbeat. “That was great the way you let 
the other kids lead the way. Your friends love it when you 
let them be boss.” Boys, in particular, benefit from being 
told what works well in terms of their friendships 
behaviours. 

Encourage healthy friendships 

The wellbeing of many primary school girls is heavily 
impacted by her relationships with her peers. When 
relationships are going well she’ll tend to be happy, 
however when friendships become tricky then she can 
feel unhappy, even distraught. Help your daughter 
identify what a healthy friendship looks and feels like – 
she should feel safe, valued and able to speak up. 
Unhealthy relationships, such as cliques, are restrictive, 
one-sided, full of gossip and criticism. To assist them to 
reflect on the nature of healthy relationships help your 
child to formulate responses to these questions: “What 
does a good friend look like? How does a good friend 
behave? What do good friends do?” 

Encourage friendships with both genders 

The primary school age is an ideal time for children to 
form friendships with both girls and boys. This is 
particularly valid if your child has siblings of their own 
gender, or don’t have siblings. It’s through these early 
relationships that we gain the confidence to mix with 
different genders in the later years. Forming friends 
across genders helps to break down the mystique that 
sometimes forms, when a child has little contact with the 
‘other’ gender. 

Understand the impact of gender on friendships 

Research shows that boys’ friendships groups are more 
inclusive and less changeable than friendships enjoyed by 
girls, particularly those in the eight to twelve age group. 
If you have a girl, be ready to support your daughter 
through the hurt of friendship breakdowns and remind 
them that new friendships are just around the corner. 
Many girls take a disagreement with a friend personally as 

they don’t have the emotional development to deal with 
conflict constructively. Help her reflect on her own place 
in a friendship breakdown, and encourage her to be open 
to restoring a relationship once emotions are in check. 

Remember, friends a feather flock together 

If you think that your child doesn’t have as many friends 
as a sibling or other children their own age, don’t be too 
alarmed. On average, children usually have only two or 
three significant friendships at any one time. It’s the 
quality rather than the quantity of friendships that 
counts. If you are concerned that your child lacks friends 
at school encourage them to take up a variety of extra-
curricular activities. It’s easier to strike up a friendship 
with someone when you have something in common. 

Above all else, encourage your child to be friendly by 
talking to others, showing an interest in what other 
children do, offering help when needed, and being willing 
to enter a game or social situation. Consider teaching 
your child, if necessary, alternatives to fighting and 
arguing when there is disagreement and conflict within 
groups. 


